Four years ago a man was brought to the chest department of a hospital in a precarious condition, having spat out a pint of blood. By ordinary conservative treatment the bleeding was controlled. He was otherwise in excellent health. He went through the whole routine examination for chest disorders. It was on x-ray examination of the lungs that the blade of a knife about three inches long embedded in the parenchyma of the lung was observed. But for the foreign body, the lung looked perfectly healthy. On Viswanathan and Kesavaswamy (1940 
